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  HAVE YOU VOTED YET?! 
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We are still looking for recruiting a warden and an alternate warden in Ulcinj. We are also looking for recruiting an alternate warden in Cetinje and Niksic. If you are interested or need more info about the warden system please contact Jelena Ulic at julic@usaid.gov
                              Please take a look

               at our consular webpage at

http://podgorica.usconsulate.gov/consular/consular.html
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QUOTE: This Public Announcement is being updated to remind U.S. citizens of the continuing threat of terrorist actions and anti-American violence against U.S. citizens and interests overseas. This supersedes the Worldwide Caution dated April 29, 2004 and expires on March 10, 2005.

 

The Department of State is deeply concerned about the continued threat of terrorist attacks against U.S. citizens and interests abroad, as well as the potential for demonstrations and violent actions against U.S. citizens and interests overseas. U.S. citizens are reminded that demonstrations and rioting can occur at any time. In reaction to the execution of hostages in Iraq, there have been demonstrations and associated violence in the hostages' country of origin. While American are generally not the targets in such incidents, U.S. citizens could be caught up in the violence. U.S. citizens are reminded to maintain a high level of vigilance and to take appropriate steps to increase their security awareness.

 

The Department of State remains concerned by indications that al-Qaida and affiliated groups continue to prepare to strike U.S. interests abroad. Al-Qaida and its associated organizations have struck in Europe, Asia and the Middle East. Future al-Qaida attacks could possibly involve non-conventional weapons such as chemical or biological agents as well as conventional weapons 
of terror, to include explosive devices.

 

Terrorist actions may include, but are not limited to, suicide operations, assassinations, hijackings, bombings or kidnappings. These may involve aviation and other transportation and maritime interests. Terrorists do no distinguish between official and civilian targets. These may include facilities where U.S. citizens and other foreigners congregate or visit, including residential areas, business offices, clubs, restaurants, places of worship, schools, hotels and public areas. U.S. citizens are encouraged to maintain a high level of vigilance and to take appropriate steps to increase their security awareness.

 

U.S. Government facilities worldwide remain at a heightened state of alert. These facilities may temporarily close or suspend public services from time to time to assess their security posture. In those instances, U.S. embassies and consulates will make every effort to provide emergency services to U.S. citizens. American abroad are urged to monitor the local news and maintain contact with the nearest U.S. embassy or consulate.

 

As the Department continues to develop information on any potential security threats to U.S. citizens overseas, it shares credible threat information through its consular information program documents, available on the Internet at http://travel.state.gov. END OF QUOTE

Restitution in Serbia and Montenegro

[image: image10.wmf]Much of the private property holdings in the former Yugoslavia were confiscated or nationalized by the Tito regime after World War II. Persons who were U.S. citizens at the time of confiscation were eligible to receive compensation through a U.S.-Yugoslavia bi-national commission. However, persons who became U.S. citizens after the property was taken were supposed to be compensated by the Yugoslav authorities. After the restoration of democracy in Yugoslavia (now called Serbia-Montenegro), the new government indicated that it would address the claims of those whose property had been confiscated in the socialist era. No compensation or physical restitution of property has yet taken place. In the meantime, the authorities have sold many of the properties to third parties. 
At present, there is no legal procedure in place in either Serbia or Montenegro that permits property claimants to seek restitution for nationalized or confiscated property. Montenegro has passed a restitution law, but the law has yet to be implemented.  It is an extremely complex issue, since many of the properties claimed have changed hands many times, been built upon, or merged with other properties in ways that make it difficult to devise a fair solution to the competing interests of the former owners and current occupants. 

The U.S. Embassy and Consulate continue to urge the governments of Serbia and Montenegro to enact and implement restitution legislation that is fair, transparent, and which provides for restitution of physical property where possible, and reasonable compensation where physical restitution is not possible. The Embassy and Consulate also seek to dissuade the authorities from selling or transferring claimed properties until restitution legislation is implemented.

Although restitution legislation is not yet in place, there are steps potential claimants can take to prepare for the introduction of restitution legislation. The first is to collect all documents and records linking the property to the claimant. If the pre-war owner is deceased, evidence linking the current heirs to the pre-war owner will likely be essential to the eventual restitution process. Claimants may also wish to contact citizen’s organizations lobbying the Serbian and Montenegrin governments on behalf of restitution claimants. The Embassy cannot act as his attorney, so at some point in the process he may find it helpful to engage a lawyer. He will wish to consider carefully his choice of lawyer, and make sure to discuss fees and services.

Should a claimant or his (or her) attorney become aware that a property claimed by him and his family is being sold, please notify the Embassy consular section (American Citizen Services unit) as soon as possible. He should provide a precise description of the location of the property, evidence of his claim to the property, and U.S. citizenship. (A copy of his passport will do.) He should tell how he knows the property is being sold and which government agency is the vendor. The Embassy will contact the authorities and attempt to persuade them to defer the sale until he is able to file a claim through the restitution process.

Attached are links to organizations and individuals interested in property restitution.
The League for the Restitution of Private Property and Human rights: www.liga.org.yu,
www.liganews.org.

Urban-Rural Alliance: www.alliance-net.org.

If you have any questions about restitution please call the Embassy consular section (American Citizen Services unit) at 011-306-4665. 
Federal Benefits 


Belgrade or Podgorica do not take claims for Social Security (SSA). The regional office that takes claims for all the former states of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Macedonia, and Slovenia) is the U.S. Embassy in Zagreb. The U.S. Embassy in Zagreb is responsible for the final development of SSA claims and processing SSA requests for services.

Please contact the U.S. Embassy in Belgrade or U.S. Consulate in Podgorica if you have a question or require a service regarding any of the issues listed below. When necessary, the Embassy or Consulate will send your case on to Zagreb for processing. 
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Applications for Social Security Numbers,
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General Inquiries regarding:

--Social Security,
--Veterans' Administration Benefits,
--U.S. Government Civil Service Pensions,
--Railroad Retirement Benefits,
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Specific inquires about any of the benefits listed above, including: 

--changes of address, 
--death of a recipient (including death certificates and any returned checks),
--non-receipt of check
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Foreign cars must be registered in Montenegro within thirty days of clearing customs. Americans can register their cars with the transportation department of the nearest local police station. 
-proof of customs clearance 
-proof of ownership and proof of foreign registration translated into Serbian and Montenegrin 
- passport 
- Montenegrin visa (if applicable) 
- work permit (if applicable) 
- proof of temporary residence in Montenegro results of technical examination or inspection of the car

Foreign cars used by tourists in Serbia and Montenegro (in cases when the simplified procedure of customs clearance without documentation was applied) do not need to be registered as long as the inspection certificate is still valid.
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Customs Regulations and Pets
For detailed information concerning   the importation of personal or   commercial items into the United States or on specific U.S. Customs regulations. U.S. regulations concerning the importation of dogs and cats into the United States are as follows: all domestic cats and dogs must be free of disease communicable to humans when examined at the U.S. port-of-entry, and must be accompanied by a health certificate, signed by a veterinarian, stating that they are free of diseases communicable to man. Dogs and cats must be vaccinated against rabies at least 30 days prior to entry into the United States, and a valid rabies certificate must accompany the animal.
» Further details on these requirements or on bringing your pet to Serbia and Montenegro can be found at http://www.customs.gov
. 

Dual Nationality and Military Service
   Dual US/SAM nationals need to be aware that they may be subject to laws that impose special obligations on Serbian and Montenegrin citizens.  SAM males between the ages of 18 and 27 are required by SAM law to perform military service. This applies to any individual whom the SAM authorities consider to be SAM, regardless of whether or not the individual considers himself SAM , has a foreign citizenship and passport, or was born or lives outside of SAM.  If remaining in SAM for more than the 90-day period permitted for tourism or business, men of SAM descent may be prevented from leaving SAM until they complete their military obligations or receive a waiver. Generally, obligatory non-voluntary military service in SAM will not affect US citizenship. Specific questions on this subject should be addressed to the citizenship section of the US Embassy in Belgrade. For additional general information, see the Citizenship and Nationality section of the Consular Affairs home page at http://travel.state.gov. 
USEFUL LINKS:

http://podgorica.usconsulate.gov/
http://belgrade.usembassy.gov/
http://www.travel.state.gov
http://www.state.gov
Federal Write-In Absentee Ballots are available at the Consulate for persons who have applied for ballots but have not received them in time to be returned and counted. You can use the Federal Absentee Write-In Ballot to vote in federal elections (Senate and House of Representatives). If you don’t know the names of the candidates running in your district, call your local Supervisor of Elections and ask. The Consulate will help you find out the regulations imposed by your state, and the address of your local elections supervisor or you can visit the website � HYPERLINK "http://www.fvap.gov" ��http://www.fvap.gov� . 

















