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US Consulate, Podgorica 

Krusevac b.b., Podgorica, Montenegro

Phone: +381-81-225-417

Fax: +381-81-241-358
Email: podgorica@state.gov
Happy Birthday America
Independence Day celebrates the birthday of the United States of America. Founded July 4th 1776, with the signing of the Declaration of Independence, America is celebrating its 228th birthday this year. 

The 4th of July is a time for Red White and Blue. A time for Picnics and BBQs!!!

So, please come and join us for the American Community 4th of July BBQ picnic.
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 “Mr. Hoyt Yee, Principal Officer of the U.S. Consulate Podgorica will host an American community 4th of July BBQ picnic at his residence. The event will be held on the 4th of July at 11:00 am. This is a family event and we would like to invite you and your family to celebrate our Independence Day together with other community members.

There will be American food, beverages, games, entertainment and prizes. Fun for ALL!”

The quantity of tickets is limited to 250! So, hurry up!!!

The ticket price is: 

Single (ticket) – 5 euros

Family (ticket) – 10 euros

If you are interested in attending, please e-mail Jelena Ulic at julic@usaid.gov and let her know whether you want to buy a ticket at the Consulate before the event (by COB Friday) or she should reserve it for you and you will purchase it on the day of event. 

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!!

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT – WORLDWIDE CAUTION

The past month in Saudi Arabia was marked by successful terrorist attacks in which assailants directly targeted Western individuals. The attacks were well planned and were carried out after extensive surveillance. The assaults were carried out by small groups of loosely coordinated militants difficult for security forces to detain. The State Department believes these recent attacks, characterized by small arms assaults against individuals, could embolden other extremist groups in other regions to employ this tactic.
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At this time, the Embassy has no specific information regarding threats directed at American interests in Serbia and Montenegro. However, we are not immune to the possibility of such attacks taking place. With this in mind, the Consulate advises the American community members to take a closer look at their personal security profiles. Below is a Security Self-Assessment Checklist that will help you evaluate your daily habits and practices to improve your own security awareness. Take a look and see if you need to alter your actions to strengthen your security profile.

Personal Security Self-Assessment Checklist

- Daily Security Habits and Practices - 

· Do you vary your times and routes to and from work?
· Do you keep your doors locked and windows closed (residence and vehicle)?
· Do you check the interior and exterior of your vehicle prior to getting into your vehicle? Look for things that are irregular or abnormal.
· Do you maintain a low personal profile by not doing anything that draws attention to yourself?
· Do you identify and report to your company's security office or local police vehicles or persons possibly involved in surveillance of your activities?
· Are you alert to what is going on around you?
· Are your colleagues and family aware of your daily plans and do they know how to reach you?
· Have emergency phone numbers programmed into your cell phone, and carry it with you at all times.
· Schedules that are the most predictable leave you the most vulnerable. Be unpredictable when possible in both your work and social schedules.
· Always be aware of your surroundings. Report all suspicious activity to your company's security officer or local police.
· In traffic, always attempt to leave space in which to maneuver. Always leave yourself an exit. Be prepared to take evasive action at any time.
· Avoid choke points in travel. Be wary of diversions.
· If you are being followed or harassed by another driver, try to find the nearest police station, hotel, or other public facility to call the police or your company's security officer. Never lead the person back to your home or stop and get out. 
· Whenever possible, do not have a set day for shopping, errands and personal needs. Be unpredictable.
· Never give out your personal information such as family member and household staff names, addresses and telephone numbers in an open setting.
· Ensure all of your family members are briefed on security measures.
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New Consular Information Service

As of June 10, 2004, all applicants for a US visa will no longer schedule appointments for a visa interview or receive information needed to prepare a visa application with a Consular Section in Belgrade for free of charge.  There is a new Consular Information Service introduced by Consular Section Belgrade which includes scheduling for an appointment, providing info on visa categories, visa application procedures and other information needed to prepare a visa application.  All applicants will pay a $10 fee at the Euromarket bank, receive a pin and call number 011/305-0550 to schedule an appointment for interview or receive the necessary info as mentioned above.

Biometrics—Mandatory Finger Scanning

[image: image9.wmf]On June 7, 2004, the Embassy began the program by which all visitors to the United States, regardless of the type of visa they are requesting, have to provide a digital scan of their two index fingerprints at the time of their visa interview.  This process will be repeated each time they apply for another visa in the future.   Individuals who currently hold a valid visa do not need to provide fingerprints 

at this time, and their visa remains valid. 

The fingerscans will be forwarded to the immigration authorities in the United States.   A person entering the United States through any of the air or seaports will have to provide another fingerscan at that time, which will be matched to what was provided at the time of the visa interview.

Prints of the right and left index finger will be taken by a scanner with no ink being used. The process takes just seconds.

All visa applicants must be fingerprinted with three exceptions: 

a.) children under 14 years age of age; b.) applicants 80 years old or older and 

c.) employees of foreign governments or international organizations traveling on official business. 

An application from an individual refusing to be fingerprinted will be considered incomplete and will not be processed. The application can be reactivated once the person decides to provide fingerprints.

More information on the program can be found at http://belgrade.usembassy.gov. 

	Please take a look at our new Consular webpage at http://podgorica.usconsulate.gov/consular/consular.html



We are still looking for recruiting a few more wardens and alternate wardens. If you are interested or need more info about the warden system please contact Jelena Ulic at julic@usaid.gov
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US Citizens Wishing to Marry in Serbia and Montenegro

http://belgrade.usembassy.gov/consular/acs/marriage.html

Where to go: The law in Serbia and Montenegro recognizes only civil marriages. Application for marriage is made at a municipal registrar’s office in the city where you wish to marry. The marriage ceremony will take place two to three days after all documents have been submitted. 

Documents to be submitted:

1. Valid U.S. passport as a proof of U.S. citizenship;

2. Birth certificate. You should submit a certified copy of the birth certificate. The birth certificate must be notarized with the seal “Apostille” under the terms of the Hague Convention, which can only be obtained from the state of birth in the U.S. The birth certificate must be translated by a court interpreter. The interpreter will affix his/her official seal on the translated copy. 

3. Statement that he or she is free to marry.  This statement is made in front of the United States consular officer in Belgrade; the notarial fee for this sworn statement is US$30.00;

4. Certificate issued by American consular 

officer that the marriage contracted in

Montenegro will be valid in the United States;

Proof of termination of any previous marriages (divorce decree or death certificate)

This document must also be translated;

5. Documents under 4 and 5 are, after 

being notarized by the consular officer, taken to the Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs for the final notarization, at the Bircaninova st..no. 3, Belgrade. 

Marriage certificate. The marriage is recorded in the Civil Registry. A Montenegrin marriage certificate will be issued. One version will be in Serbian and the other in the so-called international form (which includes English).

Authentication of the Serbia and Montenegro Marriage Certificate. In order to use Montenegrin public document in the U.S. it must be certified with an Apostille under the terms of the Hague Convention.

General Information. American diplomatic and consular officers cannot perform marriages. Marriage is a function reserved solely to the State, and is beyond the authority of American diplomatic and consular officers who are federal officials. In general, marriages which are legally performed and valid abroad are also valid in the United States. The Attorney General of the state, or states in the U.S., of domicile of the parties to the marriage is the proper authority to respond to inquiries with respect to the validity of marriages abroad.

___________________________________________________________________________

Dealing with the Death of a Friend or Relative

http://belgrade.usembassy.gov/consular/acs/diyu.html

In case you are ever faced with the death of a fellow American connected with you (employee, relative, friend) while in Montenegro, the Consulate can provide information about the laws and procedures that apply in Montenegro in cases of death. The Consulate will assist as much as possible with notification of the next-of-kin in the US., arrangements for preparation of the remains and their shipment to the US., having the funds for this purpose transferred from the US to Montenegro if necessary, providing the necessary documents to accompany the remains and issuing the consular official death certificate (Form OF-180: Report of the Death of an American Citizen Abroad). Please try to notify the Consulate Podgorica or Embassy Belgrade immediately, regardless of the time of day at 081/225-417.
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Consular Report of Birth of an American Citizen Abroad
http://belgrade.usembassy.gov/consular/acs/birth.html
The birth of a child abroad to U.S. citizen parent(s) should be reported as soon as possible to the consular office in whose district the birth occurred for the purpose of establishing an official record of the child’s claim to U.S. citizenship at birth. The official record is in the form of a Consular Report of Birth Abroad of a citizen of the United States of America. This document, referred to as the Consular Report of Birth of FS-240, is considered a basic United States citizenship document. An original FS-240 is furnished to the parent(s) at the time the registration is approved. 

This service is provided only by the U.S. Embassy in Belgrade. 

REPORTING THE BIRTH

A Consular Report of Birth can be prepared only at an American consular office overseas while the child is under the age of 18.

Usually, in order to establish the child’s citizenship under the appropriate provisions of U.S. law, the following documents must be submitted:

(1) an official record of the child’s foreign birth;

(2) evidence of the parent(s)’s U.S.

citizenship (e.g., a certified birth certificate 

currentU.S. passport, or Certificate of 

Naturalization or Citizenship);
(3) evidence of the parents’ marriage, if applicable;

(4) affidavits of parent(s)’ residence and physical presence in the United States.

In certain cases it may be necessary to submit additional documents, including affidavits of paternity and support, divorce decrees from prior marriages, or medical reports of blood compatibility. All evidentiary documents should be certified as true copies of the originals by the registrar of the office wherein each document was issued.

The service fee for issuance of a Consular Report of Birth is US $65.

OBTAINING COPIES OF THE CONSULAR REPORT OF BIRTH

A replacement Consular Report of Birth or form DS-1350 (Certification of Report of Birth, which contains the same information as CRB, is acceptable for all legal purposes, and can be issued in multiple copies but NOT overseas) can be obtained by writing to:

Passport Correspondence Branch

1111 19th Street, N.W., Suite 510

Washington, D.C. 20521-1705

A written request should include: (1) full name of child at birth (plus any adoptive names); (2) date and place of birth; (3) names of parents; (4) serial number of the FS​240 (on FS-240s issued after November 1, 1990); (5) any available passport information; (6) signature of requester; and (7) notarized affidavit for a replacement FS-240 (if applicable). The fee is $10 per document, payable to the “Department of State” by check or bank draft drawn on a bank in the United States, or money order. The Department will assume no responsibility for cash lost in the mail. Copies will be provided to the person who is the subject of the Report of Birth, the subject’s parents, the subject’s legal guardian, or a person who submits written authorization from the subject of the Report of Birth.

Attorneys [image: image3.wmf]
Note: The list of lawyers has been compiled to assist American citizens in Serbia and Montenegro. The Consulate is unable to assume any responsibility for the activities of persons listed. The information was compiled based on the answers that the lawyers provided to our questionnaire.

In retaining the services of a foreign attorney concerning a private party dispute abroad, it is advisable to make inquiries in advance with respect to hours of operation and FEES. 

If you have additional questions, contact the appropriate division of the Office of American Citizens Services, Room 4817, Department of State, Washington, D.C. 20520, telephone (202)647-5226.

Podgorica:
zip code: 81000

country code: 381

area code: 081

Dr. NOVAKOVIC, Nenad

B. Jovanovica 31

81000 Podgorica

Phone/fax: 264-575; Cell phone: 069-014-757

E-mail:  kokotskin@cg.yu
Date and place of birth: 1934, Yugoslavia

Graduated from the Faculty of Law of Belgrade University in 1958

Masters degree from the Faculty of Law of Belgrade University in 1969

PhD from the Faculty of Law of Belgrade University in 1974

43 years of practice

Specialized practice: Civil law, commercial law, international commercial law, property and real estate, privatization.

General practice: Civil and commercial law, contracts and guarantees, law of status.

Languages spoken: English 

Correspondence in: English

STIJOVIC, Igor

Marka Miljanova 9/I

81000 Podgorica

Phone/fax: 231-436; Cell phone: 069-033-884

E-mail: sticadv@cg.yu
Date and place of birth: 1959, Yugoslavia

Graduated from the Faculty of Law of Belgrade University in 1983

17 years of practice

Specialized practice: Civil law, law of property, inheritance law, commercial disputes

General practice: Civil law

Languages spoken: English 

Correspondence in: English

CEPIC-MUGOSA, Tanja

Negoseva 3/II

81000 Podgorica

Phone/fax: 248-437, 248-438, 248-439; Cell phone: 069-012-740

E-mail: reggioc@cg.yu
Date and place of birth: 1966, Yugoslavia

Graduated from the Faculty of Law of Podgorica University in 1990

10 year of practice
Specialized practice: Founding and registration of off-shore companies.

General practice: Civil law, family law, property and real estate, inheritance law. Criminal case in economy, property and real estate, public transportation

Languages spoken: English and Italian Correspondence in: English and Italian

Bar:

zip code: 85000

country code: 381

area code: 085

CEJOVIC, Vesna

Law office of Vesna &Sonja Cejovic

Jovana Tomasevica 41

85000 Bar

Phone/fax: 312-228, 314-922; Cell phone: 069-027-322

E-mail: cejovic@cg.yu
Date and place of birth: 1962, FYRMacedonia

Graduated from the Faculty of Law of Podgorica University in 1984

16 years of practice

Specialized practice: Business law

General practice: Civil law

Languages spoken: English and Italian Correspondence in: English and Italian

CEJOVIC, Sonja

Law office of Vesna &Sonja Cejovic

Jovana Tomasevica 41

85000 Bar

Phone/fax: 312-228, 314-922; Cell phone: 069-027-322

E-mail: cejovic@cg.yu
Date and place of birth: 1964, Yugoslavia

Graduated from the Faculty of Law of Podgorica University in 1986

11 years of practice
Specialized practice: Business law

General practice: Civil law

Languages spoken: English and Italian Correspondence in: English and Italian

[image: image4.wmf]US Driver’s Licenses

http://belgrade.usembassy.gov/consular/acs/drivers.html

U.S. Embassies and Consulates cannot issue or renew U.S. Driver’s Licenses. Some individual states will renew licenses by mail. Please contact the Consulate in Podgorica at 081/225-417 for appropriate address for information regarding how to renew a license or apply for a new license. An international driver’s license is only valid when used in conjunction with a valid license from one’s home country. It also has to be obtained in the home country, prior to travel.
