U.S. Consulate Podgorica Consular Newsletter

Provided as a service to American Citizens in Montenegro
Issue 1, Spring 2004

US Consulate, Podgorica 

Krusevac b.b., Podgorica, Montenegro

Phone: +381-81-225-417

Fax: +381-81-241-358
Email: podgorica@state.gov
Greetings, Fellow Americans!!

I would like to take this opportunity to greet you. This is the first quarterly Newsletter from the U.S. Consulate. Our office is concerned about American Citizens in Montenegro. While the services at the Consulate in Podgorica are limited by Congress to providing emergency assistance (i.e. emergency repatriation, in case of imprisonment, or assault victim assistance), we have written this newsletter to inform you of some of the other important issues for U.S. citizens living abroad.

For more information, please go to http://podgorica.usconsulate.gov
or

The U.S. Embassy Belgrade website at http://belgrade.usembassy.gov 
We may also be contacted at the above address during the working hours from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday through Friday (Montenegrin and American holidays excluded). For emergencies the phone number above will go to our guards who can forward calls to the duty officer. 

I hope that you find this information useful, and I welcome your comments via the email above.

Sincerely,

 Aaron Olsa 
 Consular Officer 


Voting Assistance

http://belgrade.usembassy.gov/consular/ac
[image: image1.wmf]
Extensive information about absentee registration and voting appears on the Federal Voting Assistance Program’s (FVAP) website at http://www.fvap.gov/. 

U.S. citizens residing abroad are legally authorized to vote for federal offices in the State of their last U.S. domicile. In addition to the federal laws governing absentee registration and voting, most states permit U.S. citizens residing abroad to register for and vote absentee in state elections.

The Consulate can provide nonpartisan 

voting information and assistance in completing the Federal Post Card Application, which may be used to register to vote and request absentee ballots. Federal Write-In Absentee Ballots are also available for persons who have applied for ballots but have not received them in time to be returned and counted. You can use the Federal Absentee Write in Ballot to vote in federal elections (Senate and House of Representatives). If you don’t know the names of the candidates running in your district, call your local Supervisor of Elections and ask. Then pick up a ballot from the Consular Section, write in your candidates, and have your signature witnessed if required by your state. The Consulate will help you find out the regulations imposed by your state, and the address of your local elections supervisor.

Tax Forms and Questions

http://belgrade.usembassy.gov/consular/acs/tax.html
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Tax forms are available at the IRS’s web site on the Internet. If you have Internet access, you can access this site yourself and help yourself to forms and information. The address is: www.irs.ustreas.gov
If you don’t have Internet access we can print it for you from the IRS’s web site.

However, the Consular Section cannot be of assistance with answering specific questions as to how to fill out the forms or how to file. For that, you need to phone the Regional IRS Office located at the American Embassy in Rome, Italy. Their telephone number is 39-06-4674-2552. You can also contact them by e-mail at irsrome@usis.it
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Registration and Warden System

http://belgrade.usembassy.gov/consular/acs/registration.html
In order to register with the Consulate, you need to appear at the Consulate in person, present your U.S. passport, of which a photocopy will be taken, and fill out the registration form. This procedure will facilitate issuance of a new passport to you in case you lose your current one during your stay abroad, and help us contact you in case of an emergency. If you have an e-mail address, please enter it on the registration form so the Consulate will be able to include you on the e-mailing list for our consular advisories (security notices or routine information that are occasionally sent out to U.S. citizens in Serbia and Montenegro).

We also accept registration forms sent by fax, together with a photocopy of U.S. passport, but such registrations cannot serve as proof of citizenship. If you live far from Podgorica, we advise you to register by fax, and stop by the Consulate with your passport at your earliest convenience. 

Contact between the Consulate and U.S. citizens residing in Montenegro is maintained by wardens. Wardens are American citizens who have assumed the responsibility of notifying their fellow Americans of any information regarding the security situation that may come from the Consulate Podgorica or Embassy Belgrade. 

U.S. Citizens can register at the Consulate in Podgorica at Krusevac b.b. or the Consular Section of the U.S. Embassy in Belgrade at Kneza Milosa 50, every working day from 9:00 —12:00 and 14:00-16:00.

[image: image4.wmf]Notarial Services
http://belgrade.usembassy.gov/consular/acs/notarial.html
Consular officers can act as notaries public in many respects. They can take affidavits, authenticate your signature on documents such as powers-of-attorney (i.e. acknowledge the execution of a legal instrument), and certify photocopies of a number of official documents. The fee for one notarial service (one seal and signature) is US $30, any additional signature is $20.

Only cash is accepted, US dollars or dinars.

The U.S. Consulate in Podgorica does not provide notarial services. If you need a notarial service, please phone ahead of time to schedule an appointment with the Consular Section of the U.S. Embassy in Belgrade at 011-306-4666. In extreme cases when someone is unable to travel, Belgrade may be able to provide an emergency service, however, all expenses are borne by the citizen in need. You should have your document prepared and be able to present your U.S. passport or other appropriate I.D. with photograph and signature.

Please note that consular officers are not authorized to help with preparation of legal document, nor can they offer any legal advice.

Entry/Stay Requirements for Serbia and Montenegro

On May 31, 2003 the Council of Ministers of Serbia and Montenegro brought the Decision on the abolishment of the visas for the entry and stay up to 90 days for all types of travel documents for citizens of the United States of America.

Upon arrival to Serbia and Montenegro, U.S. citizens, as well as any other foreign citizens, have to register with the local police within 24 hours of arrival by going to the nearest police station in person. If you are staying in a hotel, the hotel performs this registration for you automatically. If you are renting an apartment, it is the duty of your landlord to register you at the local police station. Your employer may also perform the registration for you.

Registration is free for the first three months of stay, regardless of the purpose of the visit. A foreigner who wishes to stay in Serbia and Montenegro for a longer period for the purpose of education, scientific research, employment, engagement in a professional activity, medical treatment, tourism or other justified reason, or because of marriage to a Serbia and Montenegro citizen, is obliged to apply for a temporary resident status before the three-month period expires. When submitting an application to the police for temporary residence, you should state the reasons for requesting this status and should also submit the supporting documentation.

The temporary residence permit is granted by the Ministry of Interior (i.e. district police department) of the district in which the foreigner has already been registered. The permit is entered in the foreigner’s passport.

The foreign citizen in Serbia and Montenegro is obliged to apply for extension of temporary resident status a week before the previously granted period of temporary residence expires.

Contact:
Center for Security of Podgorica (CB Podgorica)

Address: Jovana Tomasevica b.b.

POC: Sasa Novovic, Inspector for foreigners 

Tel: 081/242-299
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State Department’s Travel Information Program

The Consulate can provide you with the information from the State Department’s Travel Information program: Consular Information Sheets and Travel Warnings. Consular Information Sheets are available of every country of the world. They include such information as location of the U.S. Embassy or Consulate in the subject country, unusual immigration practices, health conditions, minor political disturbances or areas of instability, unusual currency and entry regulations, crime and security information, etc. Travel Warnings are issued when the State Department decides to recommend that Americans avoid travel to a certain country. Countries where avoidance of travel is recommended will have Travel Warnings as well as Consular Information Sheets. Public Announcements are used to disseminate information quickly about terrorist threats and other relatively short-term and/or transitional conditions posing significant risks or disruptions to Americans.

You can access the above consular travel information from the web page http://travel.state.gov or collect a hard copy of this information at the Consulate.
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Passport Renewal/Replacement
http://belgrade.usembassy.gov/consular/acs/passport.html

IF YOUR PASSPORT IS STOLEN OR LOST OR IF THIS IS YOUR FIRST PASSPORT

Submit:

- if born in the U.S., original or certified copy of birth certificate;

- if born outside U.S., original certificate of naturalization or citizenship;

Stolen/Lost Passports: In case of emergency travel, it may be possible to obtain a

temporary passport. You must be interviewed by the consular officer at the Embassy in Belgrade.

Be ready to present proof of citizenship and identity, including but not limited to, two U.S. citizens

who can attest as to your U.S. citizenship.

1.
Proof of Identity:

2. Police report

3. Completed Application Form (brown color);

4.
If your passport was lost/stolen you must also complete the appropriate form describing what happened (gray color);

5.
Two photographs 2’x 2’ as shown on the Application Form;

6.
$85 in US dollars or dinars; for children under the age of 16 is $70.

IF YOU ARE RENEWING YOUR PASSPORT (not older than 12 years; if older, please follow instructions above, but submit your previously issued passport)

Submit:

1.
Proof of Citizenship and Identity: your U.S. passport (unless the photograph on the passport you are renewing does not resemble you today, in which case you must also submit a government-issued identity document with your signature and photograph);

2.
Completed Application Form (red color);

3.
Two photographs 2’x2’ as shown on the Application Form;

4. $55 in US dollars or dinars.

IF YOU ARE RENEWING DIPLOMATIC PASSPORT 

Submit:

-Completed Application Form (red color);

-Two photographs 2’x2’ as shown on the Application Form;

-Copy of first and last page of the old passport

-No fee charge

-Use old diplomatic passport until the new one is done

The Consulate in Podgorica does not provide these kinds of services. These services are only provided at the Consular Section of the U.S. Embassy Belgrade.  At the Consular Section you can also have additional pages added to your passport. This service is provided free of charge.

PASSPORT PHOTOGRAPHS


To apply for a new passport you must submit two 2” x 2” (5 x 5 cm), light background photographs. Although you may obtain the photographs at the photographer of your choice, this size of photograph is not common in Serbia and Montenegro. Be sure to mention that you need photographs for an American passport.  The following photo studio in Podgorica can provide the appropriate photographs:

	FOTO “BONI”

	Slobode 5

	Podgorica

	Tel: (81) 244-000

	E-mail: bonielit@cg.yu
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 Telephone Directory
USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Country code (381), city code (0)81
1. Police…………………………….……………………………….92 or 622-222

2. Ambulance……………………………………………………… 94

3. Fire Department………………………………………………… 93

4. Road service AMSCG………………………………………….. 987 

5. Telephone Information Operator (Collect Calls)……………….. 988

6. Wake-up calls…………………………………………………..  988

7. General hospital ……………………………...…………………225-123, 243-726

8. Children’s hospital……………………...……………………… 225-123

9. Electricity……………………………………………...………...633-979

10. Water…………………………………………………...………. 633-611, 633-773

HEALTH CLINICS AND DENTISTS[image: image8.wmf]
Note: The Consulate cannot assume any responsibility for the activities of the persons listed. This information has been compiled from answers the doctors have provided to our questionnaire.

If you visit any of the doctors listed, we would be happy to hear about your impressions.

“Ars Medica”

Gavra Vukovica b.b.

81000 Podgorica

Tel: 381-81-227-227; 227-222; 227-444

Cell phone: 069-040-615; 069-058-014

E-mail: arsmedica@cg.yu
Services provided: 

Gynecology, Ultrasound diagnostics,
Dentistry, Laboratory tests, Pediatrics, Consultations with other specialists

“Sine Morbo”

Cetinjski put bb

81000 Podgorica

Tel: 381-81-267-688; 267-740

Services provided:

Cardiological exams
Holter (24 hour heart rhythm check up), Doppler for circulation, Electro-cardio-diagram (ECG), Ultrasound diagnostics, Comprehensive internist examinations, Laboratory tests

“Apolonia”

Practice for General Dentistry and Oral Surgery

Njegoseva 9/1

81000 Podgorica

Tel: 381-81-247-411

Services:  all kinds of routine and preventive service (cleaning, bleaching, etc.), fillings (amalgam, composite, ceramic), treatment of root canals, prosthodontic procedure (dentures, bridges, crowns), tooth extraction or surgical removal, and implant services (surgical placement and implant removal).

USEFUL LINKS:

http://podgorica.usconsulate.gov/
http://belgrade.usembassy.gov/
http://www.travel.state.gov
http://www.state.gov
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